
 
 



with policy makers and understand how scientists participate in the 

formulation of science policy 

Critical Environmental Issues GBIO-7614 

This course examines current issues of controversy and public 

concern in environmental studies and environmental science. The 

content varies from year to year and students should consult the 

Environmental Studies department for a more detailed description 

of topic areas in terms in which the course is offered. 
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DEVELOPMENT PRACTICE 

Title Course  # Description 
Sustainability 
Designation 

Orientation to Master's in DP GDP-7700 

The mandatory course provides an immersion orientation in an 

indigenous community for first year MDP students prior to first year 



Health Sustainable Development GDP-7704 

This course provides non-health experts with basic population 

health concepts within an Indigenous context. The course explores 

social, cultural, economic and political forces shaping health 

ideology for Indigenous populations. Health topics that are 

addressed specifically include maternal and child health including 

birthing practices, chronic disease such as Type II Diabetes, and 

infectious diseases such as Tuberculosis, and food security. Students 

explore strategies that Indigenous communities have employed to 

move towards self-determination in health care, in the collection of 

health data, policy changes, and the development of programs that 

meet the unique health needs of Indigenous communities in Canada 



Indigenous Thou



Environmental Sustainability 

 
GDP-7750 

This course considers best practices in sustainable staples-based 

development, focusing on water, energy and mining. Topics include 

conceptual and methodological tools and frameworks associated 

with resource management, including impact assessment, 

meaningful engagement, community-based management, post 

approval practices and adaptive management. In critiquing current 

practices, students reflect on innovations designed to begin the 

process of respecting inherent rights and Indigenous sovereignty in 

environmental decision 



ECONOMICS 

Title Course  # Description 
Sustainability 
Designation 

Natural Resource Economics GECON-7311 

This course reviews the normative foundations of natural resource 

economics, addressing concepts such as efficiency, intergenerational 

equity and sustainability. Renewable and non-renewable resources 

such as forestry, fisheries, renewable energy, and fossil fuels are 

considered. The course further examines (i) the role of natural 

resources in economic development, and (ii) natural resource 

management under various market structures, regulatory regimes, 

and the existence of non-consumptive values. 
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problems in developing countries, and to current international 

environmental issues such as climate change. 

INDIGENOUS STUDIES 

Title Course  # Description 
Sustainability 
Designation 

Pathways to Indigenous Wisdom GIS-7021 

In this course, students' assumptions and world views are 

challenged and enriched by a deep and complex understanding of 

Indigenous ways of knowing. By decolonizing and indigenizing the 

mind, students are open to imagining and, later, implementing 

strategies that are embedded in indigenous teachings. The course 

emphasizes the importance of critical thinking through the 

examination and immersion into indigenous epistemologies and 

brings to the program the instructor's expertise in First Nations 

governance, development efforts and systems. Restriction(s): 

Students cannot receive credit for this course if they already have 

credit for IS-4021 or GIS-4021. 
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Indigenous Globalization & Development GIS-7023 

Indigenous peoples today are enmeshed in the expanding modern 

economy, subject to the pressures of both market and government. 

More and more Indigenous communities are rejecting the 

traditional capitalist vision of development as human and 

environmental exploitation and focusing on new types of local 

development projects. This course analyzes some of the conflicts 

associated with traditional development projects in Indigenous 

communities. Taking Indigenous peoples as actors as its starting 

point, the class examines innovations in Indigenous economic 

development that are culturally respectful, environmentally 
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responsible and that build a new sense of community. Restriction(s): 

Students cannot receive credit for this course if they already have 

credit for GDP-7716 or IS-4023 


