
EAST ASIAN LANGUAGES & CULTURE
EALC-1004 (3) East Asian Cultural Foundations (3 hrs 
Lecture) This course introduces students to the cultural 
traditions and belief systems of East Asia (primarily China, 
Japan, and Korea). Traditions examined include 
Confucianism, Daoism (Taoism), and Buddhism. Special 
attention is given to the examination of ideas stemming from 
primary source documents (in translation) within their 
historical and cultural contexts. Emphasis is given to the 
central role played by developments in China for the 
formation of East Asian cultural values.

EALC-1100 (6) Introduction to Japanese Language (3 
hrs Lecture | 1 hrs Lab) This course introduces students to 
the modern Japanese language. The aim of this course is to 
provide a solid base in vocabulary, grammar, and 
pronunciation through speaking, listening, writing, and 
reading exercises. Students are introduced to Japanese 
syllabary (hiragana and katakana) and basic Japanese 



intermediate level, students must continue on to 
Intermediate Korean II. Building on their knowledge of 
Korean, students learn more advanced vocabulary, 
grammar, and idiomatic expressions. Students also learn 
about Korean culture through the textbook and audiovisual 
media. Students are encouraged to speak as much Korean 
as possible to improve their oral communication skills. 
Overall, the course aims to develop intermediate-level 
proficiency in reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills.







period, and how contemporary culture and society has 
sought to free gender expression from the confines of 
national discourse.
Cross-listed: EALC-4713(3), REL-3713(3), REL-4713(3)
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and EALC-3709 | EALC-4709 | EALC-4713 | REL-3713 | 
REL-4713.

EALC-3720 (3) Topics in Japanese Culture and 
Society (3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course examines 
a variety of topics in Japanese Culture and Society. Topics 
selected change from year to year according to instructor 
and student interests. Possible topics may include the 
development of intellectual culture in Tokugawa Japan 
(1600-1858), the role of women in Japanese culture, Shinto 
("the way of the gods") thought and practice, and the 
search for identity in modern Japan. This course may be 
taken for credit more than once, with permission of the 
instructor.
Cross-listed: EALC-4720(3) & REL-3720/4720(3).
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and REL-3720.
Requisite Courses: 6 credit hours in East Asian Cultures 
courses (or equivalent), or permission of the instructor 
[prerequisite(s)].

EALC-3721 (3) The Age of the Samurai (3 hrs 
Seminar/Discussion) "Samurai" often evokes an image of a 
warrior entranced in the Bushido code, ready to commit 
harakiri upon command. This course demystifies such an 
aura surrounding Japan's warrior class by exploring their 
rise from Heian temple servants to Sengoku warlords and 
then their fall from Edo Japan's intellectuals and 
bureaucrats to the realms of the destitute. Sources include 
samurai autobiographies, their intellectual scholarship, and 
representations of samurai in contemporary popular 
culture.
Cross-listed: EALC-4721(3) & REL-3721(3)/4721(3).
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and EALC-4721 | REL-3721 | REL-4721.
Requisite Courses: REL-2721 or EALC-2721 or 
permission of the instructor [prerequisite(s)].

EALC-3731 (3) Topics in Chinese Culture and Society 
(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course explores specific 
topics in the Asian Religions and Cultures area of study at 
an advanced level. This course may be repeated for credit 
when the topic varies. Students enrolled at the 4000 level 
are typically assigned a heavier workload in terms of 
assignments and are expected to perform at a more 
advanced level. Students should consult the department 
regarding potential offerings in a given year.
Cross-listed: EALC-4731(3) and REL-3731(3)/4731(3).
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and REL-3731.
Requisite Courses: 6 credit hours in East Asian Cultures 



instructor and meet on a regular basis to discuss the topics 
covered therein.
Experimental Course - This course is offered on a trial 
basis to gauge interest in the topic. Students who 
successfully complete this course receive credit as 
indicated.
Restrictions: Instructor Permission Required.

EALC-4708 (3) Topics in Buddhist Culture and 
Society (3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course explores 
topics of contemporary interest regarding the study of 
Buddhism and society, examining major issues facing 
Buddhism in the Asian context, focusing on aspects of the 
institutional, social, and political role played by Buddhism. 
May be taken for credit more than once, with permission of 
instructor. Topics may include: Buddhism and Tibetan 
identity in the struggle for Tibetan autonomy in China, the 
Buddhist monastic institution and its role in society, and 
debates over the interpretation of Buddhism in modern 
Asian countries.
Cross-listed: EALC-3708(3) and REL-3708(3)/4708(3).
Restrictions: Department Permission Required. Students 
may not hold credit for this course and EALC-3708 | 
REL-3708 | REL-4708.
Requisite Courses: 6 credit hours in East Asian Cultures 
courses (or equivalent) or permission of the instructor 
[prerequisite(s)].

EALC-4713 (3) Gender and Sexuality in Chinese 
Culture (3 hrs Lecture) This course focuses on Chinese 
society, culture and conceptions of identity through the 
prisms of gender and sexuality. Topics include normative 
social roles as defined by Confucian values, power and 
sexual dynamics within polygamous households, the social 
body vs. the biological body and the diversity of atypical 
bodies in traditional China. Further we will see how gender 
inequality was appropriated to reflect China's 
backwardness vis à vis the West and Japan in the modern 
period, and how contemporary culture and society has 
sought to free gender expression from the confines of 
national discourse.
Cross-listed: EALC-4713(3), REL-3713(3), REL-4713(3)
Restrictions: Students may not hold credit for this course 
and EALC-3709 | EALC-3713 | EALC-4709 | REL-3713 | 
REL-4713.

EALC-4720 (3) Topics in Japanese Culture and 
Society (3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course examines 
a variety of topics in Japanese Culture and Society. Topics 
selected change from year to year according to instructor 
and student interests. Possible topics may include the 
development of intellectual culture in Tokugawa Japan 
(1600-1858), the role of women in Japanese culture, Shinto 
("the way of the gods") thought and practice, and the 
search for identity in modern Japan. This course may be 
taken for credit more than once, with permission of the 
instructor.
Cross-listed: EALC-3720(3) & REL-3720/4720(3).
Restrictions: Honours Form Required.
Requisite Courses: 6 credit hours in East Asian Cultures 
courses (or equivalent), or permission of the instructor 
[prerequisite(s)].

EALC-4721 (3) The Age of the Samurai (3 hrs 
Seminar/Discussion) "Samurai" often evokes an image of a 
warrior entranced in the Bushido code, ready to commit 
harakiri upon command. This course demystifies such an 
aura surrounding Japan's warrior class by exploring their 
rise from Heian temple servants to Sengoku warlords and 
then their fall from Edo Japan's intellectuals and 
bureaucrats to the realms of the destitute. Sources include 
samurai autobiographies, their intellectual scholarship, and 
representations of samurai in contemporary popular 
culture.
Cross-listed: EALC-3721(3) and REL-3721(3)/4721(3).
Restrictions: Honours Form Required. Students may not 
hold credit for this course and EALC-3721 | REL-3721 | 
REL-4721.
Requisite Courses: EALC/REL-2721 and permission of 
the Department Chair [prerequisite(s)].

EALC-4731 (3) Topics in Chinese Culture and Society 
(3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course explores specific 
topics in the Asian Religions and Cultures area of study at 
an advanced level. This course may be repeated for credit 
when the topic varies. Students enrolled at the 4000 level 
are typically assigned a heavier workload in terms of 
assignments and are expected to perform at a more 
advanced level. Students should consult the department 
regarding potential offerings in a given year.
Cross-listed: EALC-3731(3) and REL-3731(3)/4731(3).
Restrictions: Honours Form Required. Students may not 
hold credit for this course and REL-4731.
Requisite Courses: 6 credit hours in East Asian Cultures 
courses (or equivalent) or permission of the instructor 
[prerequisite(s)].

EALC-4732 (3) Topics in Chinese Intellectual and 
Cultural History (3 hrs Seminar/Discussion) This course 
explores a variety of topics in Chinese intellectual history. It 
examines specific cultural, literary, and intellectual trends in 
China, paying specific attention to how they were shaped 
by a variety of social, political, economic, and religious 
factors. Possible topics may include correlative cosmology 
in Han Confucianism, individualism in medieval China, 
Tang-Song intellectual transitions, Buddhist-Confucian 
interactions in the Middle Period of China, 
Neo-Confucianism and its social impacts in Lat-Imperial 
China, the rise of Evidential Studies in Qing China, and the 
May Fourth Movement. This course may be repeated for 
credit when the topic varies. Additional work is required at 
the 4000 level.
Cross-listed: EALC-3732mg.w
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more advanced level. Students should consult the 
department regarding potential offerings in a given year.
Cross-listed: EALC-3970(3) and REL-3970(3)/4970(3).


