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MESSAGE FROM THE CHANCELLOR

To the Graduands of 2014: 

Congratulations! 

I am proud to join you on this extraordinary occasion and wish you well as you move forward 
as leaders in our global community. 

Convocation marks a day when the whole University turns its focus to its reason for being. 
This is a university where the next generation of leaders is born and where students from all 
walks of life can achieve their dreams. 

Every one of you has much to be proud of today and I encourage you to take great 
satisfaction in seeing the results of your hard work. You are the stars of the show; relish your 
accomplishments! 

Today we look to the future with great anticipation and optimism. The University of 
Winnipeg graduates have much to offer Canada and the world beyond our borders. Be 
persistent, pursue your goals and know that you will have our continued support along 
the way.

Robert Silver, BSc (Hons)

Chancellor 
The University of Winnipeg
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It is my sincere honour, on behalf of The University of Winnipeg, to o�er congratulations to 
each of you on your achievements. Today we celebrate the hard work and resolve you have 
demonstrated in earning your degrees. Your commitment, determination and resilience are 
important qualities you take with you as you approach a new chapter in your life, launching a 
career or pursuing further studies. This is also a day for us to recognize and value the support 
and encouragement you have received from professors, family, friends, and fellow students 
who have helped you realize your dreams. 

This year, we honour John Ralston Saul with an honorary doctorate degree, a remarkable 
Canadian thinker, author and champion of social and political inclusion. His upcoming book 
speaks to the resurgence of Aboriginal communities, ideas and values – fitting themes for our 
University which is located on Treaty One land in the heart of the Metis nation. 

UWinnipeg is a diverse campus that has undergone a great transition, changing to better 
serve future generations of students while strengthening our downtown and inner-city 
community. We are deeply committed to reaching out to all students, including those who 
have traditionally faced barriers to participating in post-secondary education. Our strength 
lies in the rich mix of students, cultures and ideas that flourish here.   

You are now members of the UWinnipeg family, joining more than 47,000 people who have 
passed through these doors as students. I am one of those graduates, and I credit my academic 



6

Dear Graduates, 

I am pleased to o�er congratulations on behalf of the University of Winnipeg Alumni 
Association and would like to welcome you to our family of more than 47,000 alumni.

For many of you, the past few years at UWinnipeg have been, at the very least, one of the 
most impactful periods of your life. You not only gained an immense amount of knowledge 
during your studies, you also learned how to learn, how to structure an e�ective argument, 
and how to juggle a busy schedule which for many of you included not just studying but work, 
volunteering, family, and ideally some semblance of a social life.

But it is the friendships and community that you have built that will stay with you the longest. 
Whether you were a part of one of the dozens of campus groups, utilized one or more of 
the abundance of student services, or spent most of your time in the library, you all made 
important connections that will impact your life for years to come. 

The University of Winnipeg Alumni Association strives to maintain these connections 
through a bevy of activities and opportunities for alumni to support the university and 
students. We hope that you will wear your alumni pin with pride and that you will seek 
out ways to continue your engagement with this great institution and with the broader 
community.  

Finally, a brief life lesson courtesy of the comedian and philosopher Tim Minchin: “We must 
think critically, and not just about the ideas of others. Be hard on your beliefs. Take them out 
onto the verandah and beat them with a cricket bat. Be intellectually rigorous. Identify your 
biases, your prejudices, your privilege.”

Hopefully your time spent at the University of Winnipeg has made you more e�ective 
citizens. Use the knowledge you have built up to not only improve your own life but also the 
lives of others. Congratulations again! Now go and celebrate! 

 

kevin freedman (BA ‘08, MSc)

President 
The University of Winnipeg Alumni Association

MESSAGE FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
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ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS

104 T H C ON VOC AT I ON

Friday, October 17th, 2014 – 9:30 a.m. 
for the conferring of degrees in 
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ORDER OF PROCEEDINGS (CONTINUED)

Conferring of Honorary Degree
Conferred by Chancellor Robert Silver, BSc(Hons)

Honorary Doctor of Laws
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degrees
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Bachelor of Science (Honours)

Sydney Alexandra Earpwiebe Timothy Scott Pressey

Bachelor of Science (4 year)

David Karl Barchet, BEE (Minn)

Joel Raymond Cloutier

Ryan Duguid

Brittany Kim Ferris

Marissa Suzanne Furletti
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Post-Baccalaureate Diploma in Education

Ifetayo Alaké Aremu, BEd, BA

Brenna Raine Bacchus, BEd, BA
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Bachelor of Education

Laura Ann Buller

Ryan Cook

Erin Louise Dahlin

Ronald Ralf Georg Doege, BA

Sheldon Lane Hamp, BComm (Sask)

Jennifer Lynne Kasprick, BA (Brandon)

Irina Kirman

Sheri Mota, BA

Kathleen Lynn Nygren-Goodman

Kimberly Nicole Poirier

Bachelor of Arts (Honours)

Christian Marc Boulley

Holly Cole

Victoria Cowtun

Jonathan David Kauenhowen

Amanda Marie Cécile Kotowicz

Ryan William Langridge

Justine Orr

Katerina Laurel Sztaba Tefft

Jëns Anders Erik Thomas

Paul Titley

Joshua Whitehead

Suzanne Marie Zaleski

Bachelor of Arts (4 year)

Gabriela Avendaño-Gonzalez

Kelsi Danièle De Abreu Babin

Bonnie Darlene Bird

Laura Katherine Butler

Lauren Marie Clifford

Danielle Louise Da Silva

Christina Maria Dawshka

Wilbald Ceemee Fornah

Alexandra Frank

Cory Jakob Funk

David Locke Garner

Jenna Leigh Grose

Marc Guzzi

Nicole Rebecca Henzel

Mayom Thon Jok

Aruna Momoh Kamara

Zainab Kamara

Zijian Li

Ikechi Anthony Nwoha

Daveanand Outra Persaud

Tara Ann Porczek

Jemini Prystie

Kyle Leonard Roche

Elizabeth Justine Shearer

Melanee D’Amato Sloan

Arielle Tetreault

Mindy Ann Tucker

Shayani Ann Turko
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Bachelor of Business Administration (4 year)

Jocelyn Michelle Ardies

Evan Colin Bennett

Michelle Crystal Bhowani

Cheryl Ann Bonne

Dominic Bourgeois

Mary Grace Cabrere

Naomi Mae Cornelius

Alyssa Frances Dacquay

Yvanne Dandan

Shelby Frances Elson

Pawel Gacon

Trever Glen Gamble

Glenn William Gray

Louella Harms

Brittany Morgan Kehler

Benjamin James Kingdon

Jinming Kong

Robert James Krywy

Andrew Robert Kussy

Jia Lu

Michelle Mary Norris

Jacqueline Schapansky

Vikram Verma

Janelle Megan Marie Wahoski

Sarah Joyce Yagilnicky
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Bachelor of Business Administration

Alfred Akhigbe

Elizabeth Ann Boehm

Kaitlin Renee Bourassa

John William Chabluk

Joyful Ai Yan Chan

Mia Del Gallo

Mahmoud Elsaraj

Jacqueline Evason

Lauren Feuer

Nina Forbes

Emily Rebecca Gilson

Jacquelin Gusowski

Samer Habib

Tahir Iqbal

Daniel Paul Judyiki

Jack Jacob Keenan

Karin Elizabeth Krueger

Lidia Vladimir Laborets

Zhushan Liu

Melissa Ann Melo

Nkechi Ogadinma Nwosu

Valerie Chelangat Nyamori

Eromose Ohiosimuan

Caitlin Bethany Rabyniuk

Ivona Raimondi

Avneet Kaur Sandhu

Md Shahid Sarafat

Sheralyn Sigurdson

Morgan August Keith Sinclair

Yifei Suo

Sandy Xian Qing To

Boqiang Wang

Shengnan Xu

Wei Xu

Yan Yan

Wenlong Zhang
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*also listed previously under respective degrees

Bachelor of Arts (4 year) in Economics*

Wilbald Ceemee Fornah

Mayom Thon Jok

Zijian Li

Bachelor of Arts in Economics*

Xulan Li Fangzhi Yuen

Bachelor of Science (4 year) in Kinesiology*

Ryan Duguid

Marissa Suzanne Furletti

Jordan Neil Javier

Bachelor of Arts (4 year) in Kinesiology*

Alexandra Frank

Bachelor of Arts in Kinesio
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Bachelor of Science (Honours)

Johanna Ruth Marguerite Robson

Anna Sikora

Bachelor of Science (4 year)

Stephanee Deleen Ophey

Bachelor of Science

Micheal Barrett Ellis

Julia Natalia Mayba

Bachelor of Education

Ann-Margaret Day-Osborne

Allison Renée Gagnon

Dallis Peter Klassen

Zona Heather May

Jordan Nelson

Bachelor of Arts (Honours)

Lizanne Marie Diane Lanthier

Bachelor of Arts

Roba Bradburn

Charlene Joy Guenter

Dallis Peter Klassen

Zona Heather May

Bachelor of Business Administration (4 year)

Derek Reid Horner

Rashadul Hasan Kallol

Pooja Malik

Additional Graduates - SPRING 2014
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Considered one of Canada’s leading thinkers 
and declared a “prophet” by TIME magazine, 
renowned philosopher John Ralston Saul 
is an award-winning essayist, novelist, and 
champion of freedom of expression. His 
philosophies on interdisciplinary study, social 
justice, and the right to an education echo in 
UWinnipeg’s ethos, hallways, and classrooms 
— and on campuses across the country. 

Noted for his insight into the complexity of 
our consciousness as a nation, Dr. Saul is 
committed to public education as a social 
equalizer, a nation builder and a basic 
requirement for a democratic society. His 
impact transcends borders, influencing 
political and economic thought in other 
countries.

Dr. Saul is a prolific writer (17 books) and 
essayist, with works translated into 25 
languages in 36 countries. His writing has 
received numerous awards, including: the 
Pablo Neruda Medal, The Gutenberg Galaxy 
Award for Literature, Canada’s Governor 
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A well-known and highly-respected scholar, 
Dr. Christopher Leo has helped shape 
the lenses through which urban political 
structures and relationships are examined 
in Canada, and his research has shed light on 
political class and land conflict in East Africa.

Educated at the University of Toronto, Dr. 
Leo has had his work extensively cited 
in refereed journals of political science, 
urban planning, geography, sociology, 
anthropology, history, and development 
studies. He lived in Kenya in the early 
1970s and his internationally-recognized 
book Land and Class in Kenya remains a 
relevant study of social relations today. 
He also published The Politics of Urban 
Development, an investigation of the 
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The challenges David Mabior Atem has faced 
seem unimaginable. A former South Sudanese 
child soldier, Atem arrived in Canada as a 
war refugee, and on the UWinnipeg campus 
in 2003 to pursue a bachelor of arts. He 
completed his studies in 2007, and was one 
of the first three child soldiers to obtain a 
university degree in Canada. 

Currently, Atem is a tireless Academic 
Advisor/Immigrant Access Advisor at 
The University of Winnipeg. He is known 
among students for his empathy and 
problem-solving skills, which help new 
students adjust to university life. He is 
particularly respected for his reasoned 
views and pragmatic approaches among 
all who meet him. Atem is known around 
campus for his commitment to community 
and for assisting new Canadians. A model 
of hard work and dedication, he often gives 
up his lunchtime to accommodate students 
who cannot attend regular appointments 
due to work or family-related issues. Atem 
believes that creating an “open door policy” 
is an effective way to break down barriers 
for newcomers who are struggling to 
navigate the post-secondary institutional 
environment.

He is also a strong proponent of the 
University. Soon after graduating, Atem 
was commissioned by former UWinnipeg 

President and Vice-Chancellor Dr. Lloyd 
Axworthy to undertake an educational 
assessment of African communities 
in Manitoba Inc. (ACOMI). With Atem’s 
recommendations and initiative, an African 
community educational bursary was created 
through the UWinnipeg Opportunity Fund. 
This fund helps students of African descent 
attend UWinnipeg and its Collegiate, by 
easing their financial burden and improving 
access. 

Atem’s devotion to his roots has inspired 
him to champion solutions to South Sudan’s 
political problems, while raising Canadian 
public awareness of the issues facing his 
homeland. 

He is a member of the Winnipeg Rotary Club 
and serves on its world service committee. 
He encouraged the club to undertake a 
significant humanitarian project in Africa.

The University of Winnipeg is honoured 
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Since its inception in 2005, the University of 
Winnipeg Community Renewal Corporation  
(UWCRC) has been setting new precedents 
in creating greener buildings in Manitoba, 
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James Wilson is a dedicated educator from 
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An enthusiastic learner, tutor, and volunteer, 
Sydney Earpwiebe has been selected to deliver 
the valedictory address for the University of 
Winnipeg’s Fall Convocation. An engaged and 
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board of regents

Robert Silver
Annette Trimbee
Neil Besner
Albina Moran
George Van Den Bosch
Brenda Keyser
Rebecca Froese
Alain Beaudry
Eric Johnstone
Ken Grower
Nawal Tajdin
Pamela McLeod

Omar Siddiqui
Paul Campbell
Lorraine Kakegamic
Brenda Suderman
Rhiannon Campbell-Stovell
Rachel Lewis
David Jacks
Bern Bileski
Lindsay Waters
Nora Murdock
Rhonda Taylor
Lana Adeleye-Olusae

Elaine Phillips
Grace O’Farrell
Marc Vachon
Desiree Vanderwel
Carlos Colorado
Gina Schiak 
Rod Ingram
Rorie McLeod Arnould
Lee Chitty
Allison Reimer
Peyton Veitch

2014-2015 BOARD OF REGENTS & senate MEMBERS 

SENATE

Robert Silver
Annette Trimbee
Gerald Farthing
Neil Besner
Bill Balan
Laurel Repski
Sherman Kreiner
Glenn Moulaison
Sylvie Albert
Robert Bend
Ken McCluskey
Mavis Reimer
David Fitzpatrick
Gabrielle Prefontaine
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Carrie Billy 
President  American Indian Higher Education Consortium

Wayne Dunn 
Managing Director, Wayne Dunn & Associates

Chief Glenn Hudson 
Peguis First Nation

Leah LaPlante 
Economic Development Associate Minister, Manitoba Metis Federation

Diane Roussin 
Project Director, The Winnipeg Boldness Project

Dr. Leslie Spillett 
Executive Director, Ka Ni Kanichihk Inc.

Dr. Octaviana Trujillo 
Professor of Applied Indigenous Studies at Northern Arizona University

Commissioner James Wilson 
Treaty Relations Commission of Manitoba

Dr. Annette Trimbee 
President and Vice-Chancellor, The University of Winnipeg

Dr. Jaime Cidro 
The University of Winnipeg Anthropology Department

Dr. Paul DePasquale 
The University of Winnipeg English Department

Dr. Mary Jane McCallum 
The University of Winnipeg History Department

Dr. Julie Pelletier 
(Chair) Department of Indigenous Studies, The University of Winnipeg

Wab Kinew 
Associate Vice-President Indigenous, The University of Winnipeg

John Fox 
Aboriginal Student Council Representative

Raven-Hart Bellecourt 
Aboriginal Student Council Representative

Indigenous Advisory Circle Members
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THE UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG coat of arms

The Coat of Arms of The University of 
Winnipeg was officially adopted by the 
governing bodies of The University during 
the academic session of 1972-73. The 
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THANK YOU

marshals 

Danny Blair 
Fabrizio Di Muro
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